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comeat, that they may (land upon Record for the benefit 
of future Ages. 

If it be objeded that the Water of the Ocean, and per¬ 
haps of (bme of thefe Lakes, might at thc firft Beginning 
of Things, in fome meafure contain Salt, fo as to difturb 
the Proportionality of the Encreafe of Saltneis in them, I 
will not difpute it: But ihall obferve that fuch a Suppo- 
fkion would by fo much contract the Age of the World, 
within the Date to be derived from the foregoing Argu¬ 
ment, which is chiefly intended to refute the ancient No¬ 
tion, fome have of late entertained, of the Eternity of all 
Things; though perhaps by it the World may be found 
much older than many have hitherto imagined. 


Accounts of B 0 0 S, 

l. Linear Perfpedive, or a Hew Method of repre- 
fent'mg jujlly all manner of ObjeEls, Sec, (By 
Brook Taylor, L, L, t>. and % S. Sear. 8 vo, 
London, 1715. 

T H E Author of this Book, finding theft Aft of Per- 
fpedive to be very imperfed in the Books that have 
hitherto been publiih’d on that Subjed, thought it worth 
his while to confider the whole matter anew y and from 
a careful Examination of the Principles this Art is foun¬ 
ded upon, he has endeavoured to eftablilh fome Theo¬ 
rems, by means of which the Pradice of it might be ren¬ 
der’d more general and eafy than has yet been done. In 
order to this, at firfl: fighr he found it neceflary to make 
ufe of new Terms of Are; the old ones feemiog not to 
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be expreflive enough of what is meant by them, and being 
adapted to too confined an Idea of the Principles of this 
Art. In the old Perfpedrive the chiefeft regard is had to 
the Ground Plane, that is, the Plane of the Horizon: 
from whence is derived the Horizontal Line , and by 
means of that Line the Reprefentations of fome Figures 
are found by good firople Conftru&ions. But then the 
Figures in all other Planes are drawn by reducing them to 
the Horizontal Plane by means of Perpendiculars; which 
is an inartificial round-about way, makes a great Con- 
fufion of Lines, and is not capable of fb much Exadtnefs. 
This confined way of treating this Subjed, proceeds from 
the ftrong Pofleffion the Mind is bred up in of the Notions 
of Upwards and Downwards, which makes one apt to re¬ 
fer all other irregular Pofitions to thofe principal ones. 
But the Minds of all Artifts fhouid be drawn as much as 
can be from fuch confined Ways of thinking, and they 
fhouid be taught toaccuftom themfelves, as much as may 
be, to confider Nature in ks general View, without 
minding thofe particular Relations which things have with 
refped to themfelves. For this reafon our Author has 
rejected the Term of Horizontal Line , becaufe it con¬ 
fines the Mind too much to the particular confideradon 
of the Horizontal Plane: but heconfiders all Planes alike, 
and all Figures as they are in themfelves, without confi- 
dering their Relation to us ; leaving the Ardft to do that, 
when he comes to apply tire general Rules of pradice to 
any particular Defign. 

This Tteatife is very fliort, becaufe the Author has 
confined himfelf only to give the general Rules of pra- 
dice, leaving the Reader to himfelf or to a Matter to find 
out particular Examples to exercil’e himfelf in. Yet he 
hopes he has omitted nothing that is material to the un¬ 
der (landing of this Art in the full extent of it. The whole 
Book conftfts of five Sedions. 
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' The firft Se<Stion contains an Explanation of the funda¬ 
mental Principleof this Art, with the Definitions of the 
Terms, and four Theorems. The fundamental Principle 
of this Art, is, that the Reprelentation of any Point is a 
Point on the Pidure where it is cut by a Line drawn 
from the original Point really placed where it ought to 
feem to be, to the place or the Spedators Eye ; and con¬ 
sequently, the Reprefentation of any Line is the (nterfe- 
dion of the Pidure with a Surface made by drawing 
Lines from the place of the Spedator’s Eye, to the fever a l 
Points of the original Line to be reprefented, really placed 
where it ought to Seem to be. For thefe Lines which 
come from the feveral Points of the original Objed to be 
placed in its proper Situation, to the Spedator s tye, are 
as fo many vifual Rays which make the Objed lenfible. 

When a Right Line is continued in infinitum, the Vi¬ 
fual Ray becomes at laft parallel to ir, and an Objed of 
any given bignefs, if it goes ftill further and further off 
on that Line, will at laft leem to vanilh; and at that time 
the place of its Reprefentation on the Pidure is the Point 
Where the Ray parallel to the original Line cuts the Pi¬ 
dure. For this reafon our Author has thought it proper 
to call that Point the Fanifh.bg Feint of fuch an original 
Line (and confequently of all others parallel to it (Def y.) 
And for the fame Reafon he calls that Line on the 
Pidure a Panifhing Line (Def. 6.) which is produced by 
the Interfedion of the Pidure with a i lane palling thro’ 
the Spedator’s Eye parallel to an original Plane. There 
are ten Definitions in all, but thele are the principal. 
And in our Author’s Method thefe Vanilhing Points and 
Vanifhing Lines are of great ufe for the Reprefentation of 
any Line palling through its vanilhing Point. (Prop. «.) 
Having found theReprefentarion of one Point in any Line, 
by any Method whadoever, he finds the Reprefentation of 
the whole Line by its vanilhing Point, which he lhews an 
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eafy Way to find in Propp 6, 8, it. which are in the 
fecond Sedion. And by this means he iolves fever a 1 Pro* 
blems in Perfpedive, which it'is not poffible to do by the 
common Way, acleaft without a great deal of Difficulty, 
and a great Confufion of Lines. And by this Method 
he {hews how the compleat Reprefentations of any pro* 
pofed Figures may be found,*.having given the Reprefen' 
tation only of lorae principal parts of them. The fe¬ 
cond Sedion contains feveral Propofitions to that purpofe, 
{hewing how to find the vanilhing Points and Lines of* 
propofed Lines and Planes, according to the feveral Cir- 
cumftances propofed ; and by the means of them, howto 
find the Reprefentation of any given Figure. fn the End 
of this Sedion there are fome Examples, in die Defcripti- 
on of the regular Solids and fome other Figures. 

The third Section (hews how to find the Reprefenta¬ 
tion of the Shadows of all Objeds- 

The fourth Sedion (hews how to find the Reprefentati¬ 
ons of the Reflexions of Figures made by polilh’d Planes. 

The fifth Sedion contains a few Propofitions relating 
to the inverfe Method of Perfpedive; or the manner of 
examining a Pidure already drawn; fo as to find out 
what Point the Picture is to be leen from, or having that 
given, to find what the Figures are which are deferibed 
on the Pidure. 

Our Author has obferved that there may be a very 
good Expedient made ufe of in painting of large Rooms 
and Churches, which is drawn from the Nature of thofe 
Rays which produce the Vanilhing Points. This not being 
mention’d in the Book it fell, he thinks it not improper to 
take notice of it here: The Expedient is this. Having iome 
way or other found the Reprefentation of one Point of a 
Line that is wanted in the Pidure, to find the whole Line, 
pafs a Thread ftretch’d through the place of the Speda- 
tor’s Eve, in a Diredion parallel to the Diredion the ori- 
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ginal Line ought to be in, and the Shadow of that Thread 
call by a Candle, fo as to pafs through the given Point on 
the Pi&ure will be the Reprefentation fought- The rea¬ 
son of this Conftrudiion is, becaufe the Rays of light 
that pafs from the Candle to the Thread lb flrctd 5 1, make 
the Plane which generates the Reprefentation fought, ffee- 
Prop- i.) And there may be other Expedients of the like 
nature gather'd from the fame Principle, 


ILTtUCATUS LEODIENS IS, 

Or, 

The Topography of the ancient Town and Tdrifh 
of LEEDS and Tarts adjacent, in the County of 
Y O R K, &c. By Ralph Thoresby, Efcfo 
Fellow of the Royal-Society, London . Fol. 1713. 

T v H O’ the diligent and curious Author of this Work 
do not profefledly treat of any Place but the ancient 
Town and Parilh of Leedcs , and the Regio Leodis, or ad- 
joyning Territory called Elmet ; yet not only the Preface 
is more general, relating to the County, but there are 
many Railages in the Book it felf, wherein he takes occa- 
fion to infert the Pedigrees of fuch of the Nobility and 
Gentry, as have had any Eftates within the prefcribed 
Limits, tho’the chief Seat of the Family be diftant; as 
efteeming all Provinciates, who have but Domic ilium in 
Provincia : to fome of thefe he hath premifed feveral Des¬ 
cents from ancient Deeds yet remaining in the relpetSHve 
Families; and to molt of thofe that are inferted in the 
Vibrations in the College at Arms, London, he hath ad¬ 
ded the Dates from Original Deeds, Regifters, &c. and 
continued them to the prefent time, which hath rendred 
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it fo acceptable to the learned Gentlemen of thac Faculty, 
that Four Kings at Arms, and fome eminent Heralds, 
have not only lubfcribed, but fince their Ferula! thercou 
bought others for their abfent Friends, exprefling great 
fatisfadion in that part of the Performance : as many lear* 
ned Antiquaries have done in the other Parts relating to 
the Topography and Etymology of the Names of Places, 
&c, which he hath been very particular in, as finding the 
Name to be frequently a brief Defcription of the Place ; 
and hath been thereby enabled to difeover the Veftigia of 
fome confiderable Antiquities, in the actual Survey that 
he made of thofe Places to render the Work more com* 
pleat: He hath, by the ancient Names and the Situation 
of the places, been enabled to deferibe, in a very particu¬ 
lar manner, the Tranfadions between the Pagans and 
Primitive Chriflian Saxons, relating to that noted Bat¬ 
tle upon Win-moor, An. Dom 6ff. There are alio 
many very confiderable Benefadions, and (lately Edifi¬ 
ces ereded of later times, particularly a magnificent 
Church built and endowed by Mr. Harr if on ; vvhofe Ne¬ 
phew the Reverend Mr. Robinfon hath mod generoufly 
promis’d to endow another Church, which, it is hoped, 
will be fliortly ereded in that populous Town of Leeds, 
to the building of which feveral of the MagiArates, par¬ 
ticularly Mr. Milner (who hath adorned the Market-place 
with a mod noble Marble Statue of Her late Majefty pla¬ 
ced in the Front of the Guild-hall ) and other Inhabitants 
have fubferibed very liberally. Here is alio a Charity- 
School for an Hundred poor Children, who are cloathed 
and taught here, &c . 

But what relates more immediately to thefe Philojvphi- 
cal Tranfactions, is the annexed Catalogue of the Authors 
Mufmm, judly celebrated for /intiejuities and for natural 
and artificial Curiofities. The Catalogue of the Coins and 
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Medals is turprizingly copious and valuable- To the 
ancient Greek and C'onfuhr, or Family-Monies of the Ro¬ 
mani. he hath added above a thoufand Imperial, fcvcral 
of which are noted by the learned Baron Syanhemius as 
very rare V and fo liketvife are rhefe juflly efteemed that 
relate more immediately to Britain, whether minted by 
the Romans or Bri tains, That of Thor with Runic Letters 
is ineflimable, being the only known Piece in the World 
with thofe ancient Characters upon it. This was firfl: 
deciphered by the Right Reverend Dr. Nicholjon Lord 
8 i ill op of Carlijli, and after by Dr. Hicks, the two great 
Revivers of that fort of Literature. Upon which Tingle 
Medal a learned Foreigner hath printed a diftindl Trea- 
tiie. *And the ingenious Sir Andrew Fountain in his Differ- 
tatio Epifiolaris to the Right Honourable Thomas Earl of 
Pembroke, faith exprefly Numifmatum omnium qua am 
“ Anglo-Saxonibus, am Anglo-Danis in ufufuiffs vHentur, 
“ nullum noiatu dignius eft, qttam id Uteris Runicis inferip - 
“ turn, quod pcjfidet vir gen ere & ingenio clants Radulphus 
“ Thoresbcius, Leodienfis. *' Thofe of the Saxon Kings 
begin with a very choice one of Edwin the ancientefl: 
Coin of the Englifh Nation, and of the firfl: Chriftian King 
of Northumberland ; and are iucceeded by thofe of the 
Danijh and Norman Lines, and continued to the prefenc 
Age, in a great Variety of current Monies and Medals in 
Gold, Silver and Copper. Thofe of Ireland and the Englijh 
Plantations in America, are interfpers’d in the feveral 
Reigns: but thofe of Scotland, from the firfl of the Alexan¬ 
ders, are fo numerous and valuable as to meric a particu 


^ De Argento intignito Ranis feu Uteris GothiciSjS'V. Sententia Nichols'; 
Xederiy Regii Antiquitatum Collegli, quod Helmlx eft, Aireflbris, 4 tj 
' ;0 2. Lipfisc. 

lar 



( i‘-7 ) 

lar Dcfcription. All along are very inftru&ive Directions 
hew to Siflinguiih the King? of the fame Name from 
one another, before the Numbers were added upon their 
Monies- The Roman. Empcrours and Saxen Kings being 
well engraved before* the chief D.cfe<S£ and Difficulty is 
in t’nofc from William I. to Henry VIL which are therefore 
delineated here from the Originals. To thefe are prefix¬ 
ed the mofl ancient Confular Monies, which many Ages 
preceedcd the Incarnation of our Blefled lavioyr, becaufe 
never yet extant in any .Bnglijb Author. The other Me¬ 
dals and Monies of Popes, Emperours, Kings and Re- 
publicks, mud be omitted for brevity’s fake, tho 5 forne of 
them (particularly that o( the Siege of Leyden in fajlboard) 
be very rare. 

The Natural Curie, fities ate ranked in the following 
Method, i. Hunnn Rarities, z . Quadrupeds, Viviparous 
(mukifidous and bifidous) and Oviparous, with an Ac¬ 
count of certain Balls and Stones found in the Stomachs 


©f feveral Animals. § Serpents. 4. Birds, Land and Wa¬ 
ter-Fowls with their Eggs. 5. Fiflics, viviparous and 
oviparous, fealed and exanguious. 6 . Shells, whirled and 
fingle, double and multiple. 7. Infeels, with naked and 
with fheathed Wings, and creeping Infects- 8. Plants, 
which begin with Dr. Nicolfons Coiiedion of above 800 
dry’d Plants 3 the reft are reduced to the accurate Method 
of Dr. Sloane, in his Cat IF Lint, in InfuU Jamaica, pro¬ 
ceeding from the Corals and other Submarines to the 
Fruits and Parts of Trees. 9. Formed Stones, which are 
ranged according to Mr. Lhvyd’s curious Tradh, Lithophy 
lac. Britan, only to the Crystals and Diamonds are pre- 
mifed the Margarita Cumlrenjcs, forne of which have as 
good a Water as the Oriental. After the foftile Shells 
and Stones of the turbinated Kind, the Bivalves and Shells 


amafled together into great Stones by a petrifyed. Cement, 

Cccz fol- 



( ;o8 ) 

follow the Marbles and other Stones irregular. 10. The 
Metals Ores, Saks and Ambers, of which one with a Fly,] 
another with a Spider enclofed. 

The Artificial Curioficies relate to War, as Indian and 
Terfian Bows, Arrows, Darts, Armour, Shields, Tar¬ 
gets, Tomahaws, poifoned Daggers : to the Mathma- 
ticks ,to Houfhold-Jiujf\ Habits, &c. from the remoted Parts 
of the habitable World ; not negledfing thofe that areob* 
fblete of our own Nation. Then follow Statues, Bafs-Re¬ 
lieves, Seals, Impreftions, Copper-plates, Heathen Deities, 
Amulets, Charms and Matters relating to Romifh Super- 
ftitions. 

Of enamel'd Curiofities, that of General Fairfax and 
the fatal Battle at tfafebj is perform’d with foexquifite 
Art, that it infinitely tranfeends the Metal, tho’ Gold.. 
And for Paintings, the Mifery of War is admirably ex- 
prefs’d, as to the various Paffions, upon a Copper-plate 
about two Foot broad. To thefe may be added the Col* 
le&ion of printed Heads, and the Effigies of iliuftrious 
and learned Perfons, beginning with the Royal-Family; 
then the Nobility, Warriours, Gentry, &c. in a Chrono¬ 
logical Series, fa the Ecclefiaftical State, the Archbifhops 
and Bifhops are introduced by the Martyrs and Confellbrs 
of their venerable Order, and fucceeded by other learned 
Dignitaries and pious Divines of both Denominations, 
The Judges are attended by the Literati in all Faculties, 
Phyficians, Philofophers, Hiflorians, Poets, Painters 
and other Artifts. Some learned and pious Ladies are in- 
terfpers’d. There are Volumes of the Saints, Popes, Em¬ 
perors, and other Foreigners, amounting to che Number 
of i s’ or 1600, many of which are done by rhe molt ce¬ 
lebrated Hands. Original Defigns drawn by the Pen of 
noted Virtuofo s. Writings and Drawings by the Blind or 
Lame, as born without Hands. Some by other perlbnsr 

fo 
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fa admirably (mail yet legible, that in one there are 2 r, 
in another 28 Lines in the compafs of an Inch. Papers 
of different Materials, Colour, Finenefs, &c. ancient and 
modern: one Sheet of tranfparent Indian Paper a Yard in 
length. Inkherns from Mufsovia,and Turkey,with Reed-pens 
painted and gilt. A Turkifh Commiftton and Seal, a Mancks 
Warrant, the former imprefs’d with Ink not Wax, the lat¬ 
ter upon blew Slate not Paper. Books printed in {even 
feveral Languages that are fpoken in the Englilh Domi¬ 
nions, not including what may now be added by the Ac- 
ceflion of His prelent Majefty. A Catalogue of the vari¬ 
ous Editions of the Bible in this Mufeum; of the Concor¬ 
dances alfo, and Common-Prayer Books in different Langua¬ 
ges; of the Manujcripts alfo, it being confiderably encrea- 
fed flnce that inlerted in the Oxford Ca talogue anno 1697. 
To thefe are added a Lift of Books publilhed in the Infan¬ 
cy of the Art of Printing , and others that later Contra* 
verfies have rendred remarkable. And alfo a large Ca¬ 
talogue of Autographs begun of late Years by the Au¬ 
thor, yet by his general Correfpondence furnilhed with 
the Signs Manual of many of the Kings of England before 
the Reformation; and the proper Hand-Writing of every 
one fince • with thofe of a vaft Number of the Lords Spi¬ 
ritual and Temporal in feveral Reigns, and of the lear¬ 
ned Authors, &c. The like alfo of foreign Potentates, 
Warriours, Literati &c. of thefe fome are very remar¬ 
kable, being fubfcribed by the Lords of the Privy Coun¬ 
cil at Whitehall, by the Lord Prefident and Council at 
Tork, and the Lord Deputy and Council at Dublin, from 
Queen Elizabeth's Reign to the laft Day of King James 
11 . when the Warrant could not be executed. Oliver 
Cromwell's Inftrucftions to the Lord Faulconberg when 
fent Ambafladour to the French King. The Warrants of 
the feveral Governments that fo haftily fuppianted one a- 
notber in that Year of Confufion 1659, (which occafto- 
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ned the Refforattori ) all under their proper Hands and 
Seals. To thefe he hath flnee added Richard Cretmtlfs 
original Letters Patents to diflolve the Parliament j and 
another rare Album with many learned Hands, to thofe 
before mentioned. Then follovveth a Catalogue of feve- 
ral Manufcript Rcls, Letters Patents, Diploma's,Char lets arid 
ancient Deeds of Gift to Religious Houles, which would be 
of ufe towards another Volume of the Monafticon Angli- 
canum. Bede-Rolls, Difpenfatiens, &c. Laftly, a Defcrip- 
t ion of other Antiquities here depofited, as Roman Deities, 
Altars, Sepulchral Monuments, Urns of different forms 
and Colours, Cornelian Signets, a Roman Triumph in 
Baffe-Relieve, and the Story of Adonis flam by a Boar Be- 
fides thefe there are Clay Coining-Moulds for counter¬ 
feiting the Roman Coyns when currant, FibuU Ve(Hari<e t 
Rings or Bracelets of Jett, teflellated Pavements, Lamps, 
Bricks with Infcriptions. of which one very inftrutdive is 
mentioned in the Oxford Edition of Livy. To which are 
added iirafs-Swords found in England, Ireland and the 
Ifle of Man ; Britilh Arrowheads of Flint; a Danifh Sa¬ 
crificing Mallet of Marble, Antique Spurs, Shields, &c. 
of later Ages, tho’ now antiquated. The Figures of 
many of thefe are very well engraven, as alfo the Churches 
and ProfpeTs in the Book. 

By the Appendix it appears what confiderable Addi¬ 
tions the indefatigable Author is continually making to 
this Mufeum. A Medal oijo Kendall is efpecially remarka¬ 
ble, becaufe retrieving the Memory of that noted Warriour, 
reprefenting his Head in a noble Relievo, who was Tttrco- 
pellerius or Colonel of the Cavalry (which Office belonged 
to the Faglifi) Nation) at the memorable Siege of Rhodes, 
when Mahomet the Great was worded. To the Auto¬ 
graphs is added one imprefl’ed with a Stile upon a Palmet¬ 
to Leaf, and folded up as a mifflve Letter in the Eajl-Indies 
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by one Timothy a converted Mahharian. Through the whole 
Work he is particularly grateful, in writing the Names of 
his Benefa&ors that have fent him any Curiofities. And 
concludes with, an account of unufud Accidents that have 
attended fbmePerfons in their Births, Lives, and Deaths, 
of which many are very very remarkable, but I fear to be 
too tedious* 
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